MA Professional Learning/Master of Teaching (MTEACH)
Bath Spa University/Bitterne Park School
This course is free and is run at Bitterne Park School.

What is it about and who is involved?
The first unit of the in-house MA Programme is a unique partnership between school, university and Creative Partnerships.  The first unit will loosely be linked to “mentoring”, but will have sufficient scope to incorporate and cater for individual areas of interest.

What is the format and where does the course take place?
The Unit comprises of six twilight sessions of 2 hours duration (3-5pm), all of which take place at Bitterne Park School.  These sessions will be supplemented by personal study and evidence gathering along with e-mail tutor support and video conferencing links (hopefully!)

Each session will not be a formal lecture, but rather will combine participant presentations of their work alongside lively debate.

What does it cost?
NOTHING.

All course costs, including registration fees and assessment/accreditation costs, are covered through TTA funding.  Travel expenses are not covered but refreshments are provided for each session.

Am I eligible?  What sort of commitment is needed?
If you have qualified teacher status (QTS) then you are eligible.  You may also not necessarily hold a first degree, but hold a professional qualification and have at least two year’s experience.  A firm commitment to attend all sessions and to meet the course requirements is required of all participants.

What is the session by session structure of the Unit?
Please read the document attached at the end of these details.

Who teaches the course and what are the course requirements?
The course is delivered predominantly by tutors from Bath Spa University.  This module is an M (Masters) Level Module.  Participants construct a portfolio of evidence and an accompanying commentary of 4,000 words.  Sarah Fletcher, a well-respected leading figure on Mentoring, co-ordinates the methodological and assessment related aspects of the programme.

Are there resources available to support me?
All participants are registered with Bath Spa University as part-time students and are given access, both on-line and at Bath, to library facilities and a range of electronic databases.  A small library of lay texts will be available at Bitterne Park School.  Furthermore, course tutors provide handouts (key articles etc) and lists of recommended reading during their sessions as well as providing a course base.

The school also has access to a vast amount of digital technology to aid research.

What is the status of this course in relation to a full Masters in Education qualification?
In order to complete a full MA, a participant would need to complete

Can I combine the accreditation for this course with credit from other accredited courses?
Yes.  You may apply for accreditation of prior learning (APR) if you have successfully completed previous courses.  There is a great range of courses and qualifications for which credit can be transferred.

Are there plans to run other MA Units through this in-house programme in the future?
Yes.  We have confirmed funding to support the delivery of 3 units at present.  Alongside this, we are investigating links with two other universities to provide MA level study.  There is considerable will across the partnership between Bitterne Park/Bath Spa University/

Creative Partnerships to make this a sustained high quality professional development route.

We are discussing potential further units in:

· Teaching Gifted Talented Students

· Leadership and Management

· Researching Classroom Practice

Two further units will run next academic year, probably from November 2005 to February 2006 and May 2006 to July 2006.

What makes this course so innovative and how can I be sure that it will help me to improve my professional effectiveness?
The programme is built on the following premises:

a. Participants start by asking themselves the question “How can I improve …..?” a particular aspect of their practices;

b. The in-house MA will comprise units that have broad currency and direct relevance to teachers and managers in education;

c. The course tutors will have expertise and authority in the area of focus;

d. The course will allow good opportunities for colloquial, mutually supportive approaches amongst participants;

e. For each unit a participant will write one assignment, a research enquiry that they will choose themselves and will reflect a more specific area of interest;

f. The methodological basis for all units will be action research in practice (see www.teacherresearch.net or www.actionresearch.net for more information).

Would my research project be made public?
The work is your own and would not be used without your consent for any other purpose than the assessment that is integral to the course.  However, you would be encouraged to discuss the implications for your work more widely with colleagues.  Furthermore, on successful completion, we would be looking to feature your work on the school’s website and Sarah Fletcher’s website.  We would also be planning a large dissemination conference in the future and making contributions both at a local and national level to the education debate.

How will Creative Partnerships help?
Creative Partnerships will support this work through providing innovative links to creative partners who can help improve classroom practice.

So, what do I need to do to get involved?
Contact me (Simon Riding) at Bitterne Park School on 023 8029 4142 or by e-mail at simon.riding@bitternepark.southampton.sch.uk .  I will be happy to talk through any queries you may have.

Work –Based Mentoring Award

In-house MA Unit

Bitterne Park School/Bath Spa University Partnership

Please note that this schedule is currently a draft; I am awaiting final confirmation of dates etc.

	Wednesday 4th May 2005
	Brief introductory meeting for colleagues about the MA Programme and Creative Partnerships.



	Wednesday 11th May 2005 
	Perspectives on Action Research.



	Wednesday 18th May 2005 
	Perspectives on Mentoring.



	Wednesday 25th May 2005 


	Portfolio Development.

	Wednesday 8th June 2005 


	Portfolio Development.

	Wednesday 22nd June 2005


	Portfolio Development.

	Wednesday 29th June 2005


	Shaping Portfolio Assignments.


All sessions are run at Bitterne Park School from 3.00 – 5.00pm.
